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Fastor & Note:
As for me, is my complaint addressed to mortals? Why should | not be impatient?

Job 21:4

You have heard of the patience of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compas-
sionate and merciful.

James 5:11

St. James thinks that Job is patient. Job thinks Job is impatient. So, who’s right—James or Job? Scriptures
like this seem to fuel the modern critics of the trustworthiness of Scripture.

I’d venture that Scripture is absolutely trustworthy, but our idea of contradiction assume a zero sum game.
Something like: if Job says he’s impatient and James says Job’s patient, then neither know what they’re talk-
ing about and we can’t trust them. While such thinking might be descent algebra, it doesn’t offer much wis-
dom.

Let’s investigate. Does Job seem patient? He screams at God (ch. 23-24). He’s suicidal (ch. 3). He loses it
with his friends (ch. 13). While I’d say he’s got good reason for yelling, depression and outbursts at friends
(remember he lost everything), I’d also have to say Job doesn’t fit what I'd call patient. So perhaps St. James
is wrong and not to be trusted.

Such logic fails to see the depths of what James wants us to see. When | think of “patient,” | think quiet en-
durance, the lady who takes and takes while maintaining a pious smile. The problem with that picture of
patience is that it’s more Greek Stoic than Biblical Hebrew.

In the Bible, people were always getting mad and yelling at God (check out the Psalms or Jesus on the
cross!). They yell and vent, but they do it from a position of absolute faith and belief. They trust that this
God to whom they scream is the God who loves them and claims them.

The theologian Paul Tillich notes that faith is not simply the total opposite of doubt, but rather faith is the act
where we take our doubt up and transcend it with courage (my paraphrase). | wonder, then, if both James
and Job are correct. Perhaps patience includes a faithful cry to God, angry words spoken by the same
mouths that recite the Creed each Sunday. At least that’s what Job did...and the Psalmist...and the proph-
ets.

Maybe it’s therapeutic to scream out, or maybe sometimes it’s more faithful than a silent smile, especially
when we hurt greatly. And maybe our hollerin’ to God also show the depths of our love. After all, we rarely
yell at people or about things we care nothing about. Whatever the case, yell on, church. Ours is a God
who can take it. Ours is a God who can transform our angry words into words of redemption. Just like God
did for the patient Job.  “l know my redeemer lives!” (Job 19.25)

Grace and Peace,

Fastor B/yzzl{
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Sewing Bee Saturday, October 10th
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. the group will be making ﬂ 'ZZZZZ?’
Little Dresses for Africa or Haiti. @’W @
- Lucy Trout Oct.
Chlp Harper Oct.

Beginners are welcome!
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« Rev.Guinnell Hunter Oct.
» Shea Taylor Oct. 8

Clay County CROP Hunger Walk is next Sunday, October 11 at 2pm
on the square. Our youth will be walking, and you can too! CROP Walk
raises funds to end hunger in our community and around the world. If . _
you would like to donate to our team or get more info, see Andrew. Bre_nt _DaV|s Oct.
Christian Forrester  Oct.
« Kevin Crawford Oct.
= Connie Snowden Oct.

Meeting Meeting * Douglas Harmon Oct.
Monday, October 12th Thursday, October 15th ° DJ Bissonnette Oct.

at7 pm-8 pm At 6:30 p.m. : Jason Shook Oct.
« Laura May Oct.
+* Sebastian Forrester Oct.

Max Wimpey Oct.

cake, punch & light Ig}eshments will be served, MMEEEEEEKEKEKEKK)
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Finance Committee Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Mission Team will be going out Pastor Appreciation Day
to Maria & Mathew’s home at

the top of Cherrywood Drive on
Saturday, Oct. 17th at 9:00 a.m.

The Team will be working in the fo]]owing the worship service. Everyone is invited
yard and doing other odd jobs. to come out and show your support for our Grief Support Group

Everyone is urged to come out Wonde{fu] Pastors, Bryan and Guinnell. Please Wednesdays 10:00-12:00 noon

. . . . Aug. 26 - Nov. 18, Rm. 241
and help. For directions call note there will be baskets to give cards for each - -0, RITI
pastor, so you can give/show your love and McConnell Memorlz_al Baptist Church
84 Church St., Hiawassee GA
706-896-2281
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Sunday, October 18th a reception, with a
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appreciationfor all that they do.

United UMW Meeting Acts29 Updates: The youth had a great time on our

Methodist Wednesday, October 21% Photo Scavenger Hunt around Hayesville! This
at 1:,3l‘lobp'?'|2hetr:eit'”g ‘ S month we will be hard at work on the second edition
Wi e held a nita . -

Lance’s home of the Spooky House for Fall Festival. We will

1480 Hinton Center Rd also participate in the Clay County CROP Hunger
Guest speaker is ' Walk on October 11 - Everyone is welcome to walk!
Pastor Bryan. See Nikki or Andrew for details about the event or making a donation.

All are
Women Welcome!

l . Trick or Treat!

Saturday, October 31st
Sunday, October 25th

following the Worship Service in 4:00 p.m. on the square in
the Fellowship Hall. @@ downtown Hayesville.

<

b Shrr PB3%« Kids, look for the Oak Forest
Welcome @ \ table of goodies on the square!

- =

Hospitality Meeting

To share information in this newsletter please call the church office: 828-389-9077
Or send an email: oakforestumc@dnet.net PAGE 2




Daylight saving time ends on November 1st, so set " '
your clocks back 1 hour. “Fall back & Spring ahead” %%%%ﬂ%%%%%%
Fall Festival-Sunday, November 1st @ 4:00-6:00 p.m. g% Happy Blr"|'hday| g%
Fellowship and FUN for ALL AGES! This year we will have a '\éﬁ( Bryan Wilson Nov. 1 '\éﬁ(
Hayride, Bounce House/Slide, Games, Face Painting, Cake Walk, F Y Cheyenne Fedder Nov. 2™ %@
Spooky house, and we are going to end this year with a “TRUNK gw Ryan Hunter Nov. gw
- OR - TREAT" for the kids. We would love to have as many '\éﬁ( Perry Prewett Nov. '\éﬁ(
volunteers as possible and in any capacity you are able to offer g\ﬂf Keith Crawford Nov. 8 g\i‘%’
So Please Sign Up and Help Make This a FANTASTIC FALL N EI:ttleFAle;(ander “ov. i%\%
FESTIVAL! See Laurie Shook for details or call 389-9585. $ Dlannaa Bolz‘.sisnnette Ngx- 5o
gw Bill O’Neil Nov. g'\i!?&(/
X,
Oak Forest will provide a spaghetti dinner @ %&«’ Penny Penland Nov. %&«’

Carroll McClure Nov. Ny,
for the Hayesville Varsity Football team on  ~__ g'\i!?&( Austin Humphries Nov. %’}&5

= 75
Thursday, November 5th at 4:30 p.m. — gw _Madison Crawford Nov. 5%%
We need some volunteers to provide desserts. Mike Crawford Nov. 22 e .
If you can help, please contact Nikki Baten at ) %ﬂﬁ(’ Jill Penland Nov. g\i‘%’

828-337-8777 Go Jackets! | A K Ko Kb K N My My M XG0,

Church Work Day
Fall cleaning in the prop room
and old office downstairs
~, Saturday, November 7th, 2-4 p.m.

Administrative Council
Meeting
Sunday, November 8th
at 6:15 p.m.
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Using One’s Wealth
Please read 1 Timothy 6:17

The thought of the day taken form The Upper Room devotional 10-11-15
“It’s not about how much we have but how we use what we have to serve God.”
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“s committees, Bible studies, UMW, two inspiring pastors, all doing works for the love of Christ and His
S kingdom.
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Living and giving generously is a provision God has made so we may have everything for our

enjoyment. Just look at our church facility! It allows us a platform to practiced and live out our faith.

Truly, we are attaining our Goal: Mortgage to Mission. Please continue to live and give generously as
& you watch God at work, here at Oak Forest United Methodist Church!

In Faithful Stewardship,

e alals /‘o/‘o/‘l‘/

Q Your Finance Committee
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WE WOULD LOVE YOUR HELP WITH THE FALL FESTIVAL!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
PLACE: OAK FOREST UMC
TIME: 4:00-6:00 PM

FELLOWSHIP AND FUN FOR ALL AGES! THIS YEAR WE WILL HAVE A HAY RIDE,
BOUNCE HOUSE/SLIDE, GAMES, FACE PAINTING, CAKE WALK, SPOOKY HOUSE,
AND WE ARE GOING TO END THIS YEAR WITH A “TRUNK - OR - TREAT” FOR THE
KIDS. WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE AS MANY VOLUNTEERS AS POSSIBLE AND IN
ANY CAPACITY YOU ARE ABLE TO OFFER, SO PLEASE SIGN UP AND HELP MAKE
THIS A FANTASTIC FALL FESTIVAL.

(PLEASE CHECK ALL THE AREAS YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH
AND GIVE THIS SHEET TO LAURIE SHOOK)
If you have any questions contact: Laurie Shook at 389-9585 or email at
jlIshook@frontier.com

CAKE WALK

WORK A GAME STATION

FACE PAINTING (SUPPLIES ARE PROVIDED)

PHOTOGRAPHER (DON'T NEED TO BE A PRO)

MONETARY DONATION FOR GAME PRIZES/CANDY

PARTICIPATE IN TRUNK - OR - TREAT(DECORATE TRUNK OF YOUR
CAR AND HAND OUT CANDY TO THE KIDS)

DONATE CAKE, COOKIES, BROWNIES FOR CAKE WALK

JUDGE FOR THE FAMILY PUMPKIN DECORATING/CARVING CONTEST
DECORATING SET-UP & TAKE DOWN

NAME:
PHONE#: EMAIL:




